Date:______
Governor Deval Patrick

State House Room 360

Boston, Ma. 02133

Ron Benham

Director, Bureau of Family Health and Nutrition
250 Washington St. 

Boston, Ma. 02108

Dear Governor Patrick and Ron Benham, Director, Bureau of Family Health/ Nutrition:

I am writing to provide testimony for the DPH Public Hearing on the proposed changes to the EI system as part of the Commonwealth’s 23rd year grant under part C of Public Law IDEA. 
I ask that you actively pursue all options to prevent the need to cut these vital services. This proposal will negatively impact so many children and families that are served by the Early Intervention Program throughout the state.  These children are blossoming under the direction of Early Intervention.  Our son/daughter, _______, is one of these children.  

(Give some information on your child’s strengths and needs.)

Through the help and work of early intervention, …..(talk about the impact of services and accomplishments)

(Talk about the impact of the services on your family.)
Under the proposed cutbacks, our son/daughter ______would not have been eligible for services.  I can’t imagine______’s life and our family’s life without EI.  Thanks to EI, ______is making progress.  

Talk about the financial burden on your family if you had to pay for insurance deductibles, co-pays, and services. 

Request that eligibility for early intervention services maintain at 30% delay. 

Request that the financial burden not be passed on to families.
Sincerely,

