Early Intervention 
Request to Co-Sponsor Senator Fargo’s Amendment to Restore EI Funding

Early Intervention Sustains 21.5%Cut in SWM Budget 

6000 Babies Could Be Impacted
Federal Funding in Jeopardy  
· Federal funding is in jeopardy:  The Senate Ways and Means budget cuts Early Intervention so far below last year’s funding level (21.5%) it could violate the federal maintenance of effort requirement.   
· The Senate Ways and Means funding amount of $23 million could jeopardize over $11 million in federal funding ($3 million in federal funding for Early Intervention under the Federal Stimulus and $8 million in the federal Part C grant funding) could be jeopardized.
· Early Intervention is an entitlement under Part C of IDEA (Individuals with Disability Education Act). 
Background and Impact of the Senate Ways and Means Cut to Early Intervention:

· Early Intervention sustained a devastating 21.5% cut in the Senate Ways and Means Budget. 

· 21.5% cut = $6.3 million   Early Intervention funding in the SWM budget has dropped from $29.3 million (the House final and Governor’s Funding Level) down to $23 million.    

· This cut would bring Early Intervention to its lowest point in 10 years.  The Fiscal Year 2000 budget provided $26 million for Early Intervention services.  The Senate Ways and Means FY2010 budget has $23 million - $3 million less than the EI budget 10 years ago! 

· Early Intervention currently serves almost 30,000 babies and toddlers 

· Cutting 21.5% of the EI budget could impact 6000 babies and toddlers – we are still analyzing the full impact on EI eligibility but with a cut this severe, the impact on the number of children programs will be able to serve will be devastating.  

· $20 million in Special Education savings would be lost – In FY’07 the state’s investment in Early Intervention resulted in over $20 million in Special Education savings or cost avoidance.  The increased cost for SPED services will shift directly back to cities and towns.

Please sign on as a co-sponsor to Senator Fargo’s amendment to restore EI funding to the House final level of $29.3 million to avoid jeopardizing federal funding and prevent further cuts to EI eligibility.  

