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The ITA meeting opened 9:46 AM

Treasurer’s Report: 

· A formal Treasurer’s report was deferred to the next meeting. 

Legislative Report:

· Maryanne Mulligan reported on the efforts to make whole the Fiscal ’07 budget. The supplemental budget to increase the retained revenue account has been filed by the administration, this has resulted in eligibility changes being taken off the table. DPH is reporting that 850,000 is still needed to prevent an increase in fees, restore RCP funding and restore the original amounts to the cost reimbursement accounts. 

· Concerns raised by the board included that the focus of advocacy on the ’07 budget issues dilute and lessen our ability to continue with the advocacy needed for the ’08 budget. 

· DPH does not have or is not using the most complete and accurate data needed to make recommendations for fee increases. 

· DPH had two plans originally to increase the fee income- the first would have been a 50% increase over the each category. The second plan , increase to the highest income bracket was the one chosen to be put forward. 

· The Board should develop an alternative to this plan as it presents the most detrimental to the community.  Alex Chatfield has a presentation to the Consortium detailing the impact of fees on individual programs.

· Different reports of the Departments understanding of refusing service to non-payers,  the real amount of a deficit in the ’07 budget vs a projected amount left the ITA with more questions then answers. A decision was made to recommend that the consortium request Ron Benham to present at the next board meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned.

Submitted by Robin Weber
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Meeting to open at 11:30 AM

Treasurer’s Report:  

No report

Regional Reports:


Region I: No Meeting

Region II:  No Meeting

Region III: 

· Still need a Rep to replace Martha. Sandy Levin will act as regional representative at this time. 

· Looking for resources for a Grief workshop.

Region IV& VI: 

· Decided not to include DPH in meeting, but will invite if needed for a specific topic.
· Discussed social and emotional evaluations, and there was concern about what the intent of the Department is regarding mandating a tool.
· Are putting on Infant and Toddler training with  Jean Nigron for their area.
· Discussion of questions for autism panel, forwarded to MEIC secretary. 
· Resignation of Dimock program director.
Region V: 

· Presentation by John Lipton on substance abuse pilot.

· Focused monitoring – still no presentation of positive practices by DPH.

· Who can diagnosis autism a primary concern for the autism panel.

Membership Committee: 

· Discussed concern about lack of membership interest on the part of specialty service providers. A draft of a letter will be developed .

Website: 

· Some problems with website, unable to access. Robin looking into the problem. 
Conference Committee: 

· Jim Young is chairperson.
· Discussed the importance of ‘branding’. 

Motion made to keep the same program cover year to year and to use the color teal.

Motion accepted.

· Discussion about whether to have a buffet style or a sit down lunch.

Motion made to have a buffet lunch with the “pizza buffet” for one day and the “Roma buffet” for the second day.

Motion accepted.

· Response to exhibitors is low, and is of concern.

· Discussion held on the best way to invite Dr. Bigby.

· Clarification made that DPH will be covered under the same rules about the number of guests a sponsorship allows. 

· NEA has approached the committee about wanting to apply again if the conference is posted. Holding for now.

ICC: 

· Margaret Mahoney new co-chair.

· Ron Benham stated that he will be posting the public notice for the 21st Part C hearing, posting not seen yet.

Fiscal:   

· Work with Kennedy’s office to address federal reimbursement issues planned.

· Discussion of Department’s intention to back programs to withhold services if no payment for fee.

Insurance Meeting: 

· Tufts reported they made an error in payment for group services and will be correcting the mistake.

· Masshealth is now paying for 36% of services.  Developmental Specialists provide 46% of services. 

Substance Exposed Newborns 

· Two pilot areas- Fitchburg /Leominster and Sommerville/Cambridge.
Shaken Baby Committee Meeting
· No meeting . Focus will be on hospital based programs. 76 reported cases. Discussion of Globe article.

Early Intervention Partnership Program Update 
· Request for program proposals released for mental health services for depressed mothers. Miniumum of five programs will receive additional funding .

New Business:

· Advocacy- discussion of fee issue. Presentation by Alex on impact of fee collection, payment and increases. 

MSV to close meeting at 2:15PM 


Next regular meeting will be March 16, 2007 @ 9:30 AM

Respectfully Submitted,
Robin Weber
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