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 MASSACHUSETTS EARLY INTERVENTION CONSORTIUM

Infant/Toddler Advocates





Tom Miller, President 



Martha Levine, President-Elect

ITA Minutes

April 20, 2007

Board Members: Tom Miller, Martha Levine, Jo-Ann Otlin, Sandy Levine, Alex Chatfield, Anne Dolan, Linda Schaeffer, Linda Edwards, Jean Graney, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, Zulmira Allcock, Rhonda Meisel, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber, Barbara Hreczuck, Amy Miner-Fletcher, Robert Schaffer.

Present: Tom Miller, Martha Levine, Sandy Levine, Anne Dolan, Linda Schaeffer, Linda Edwards, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber,
The ITA meeting opened 9:44 AM

Treasurer’s Report: 

Legislative Report:

· Reviewed Budget Request and Amendment Status

· Status of DPH Fee Proposal 

· Maryann, Alex and Tom will put together questions regarding fees for next board meeting.  Questions will be emailed to board prior to meeting.

Old Business: None

New Business: 

MSV to close at 11:05 PM

Minutes: 

Next regular meeting will be May 18, 2007 at 9:30AM 

Respectfully Submitted,

Anne Dolan

Board Secretary
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Board Members: Tom Miller, Martha Levine, Jo-Ann Otlin, Sandy Levine, Alex Chatfield, Anne Dolan, Linda Schaeffer, Linda Edwards, Jean Graney, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, , Zulmira Allcock, Rhonda Meisel, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber, Barbara Hreczuck, Amy Miner-Fletcher, Robert Schaffer.

Present: Tom Miller, Martha Levine, Sandy Levine, Anne Dolan, Linda Schaeffer, Linda Edwards, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber.
Meeting to open at 11:05 AM

Treasurer’s Report: 

· No Report

Regional Reports:


Region I:

· Region I held it’s meeting on March 27 at the REACH Program.  Our invited guests were Janet Price, Dorrine Sneed and Patty Fougere.

· We discussed various options for trainings in the western region.  

· We also went over our Reps and Senators to be sure all were sent letters regarding EI Budget requests.

· April meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 24 at 1:30pm at the REACH Program.

Region II: 

· Discussed Fees Structure

Region III: 

· Planning for upcoming conference about Grief

· Discussed new Universal DPH forms

· Discussed Transition Conference Meeting

Region IV& VI: 

· Discussed upcoming trainings on Autism and Motor Development

· Discussed Transition workshop

Region V: 

· Katee’s report:

· Kathryn’s old position was declined by candidate.  The position may be re-crafted and will be posted

· The Part C regulations are at the Federal Office of Management and Budget.  2-3 hearings will be scheduled across the country with locations not determined yet.  

· Phillip Printz has resigned and Janet Price will assume the position as Director

· Several questtions were asked at the meeting and Katee has forwarded them to Patti to let her know of requests:

· FY 2006 SDR data claims due by 5/1/07

· DPH will be figuring out what programs owe to DPH for 06 and 07 with respect to Parent Participation fees.  

· Offered to do 15 minutes trainings on policies/forms etc.  if needed 

· Reviewed MEIC conference and ICC updates

· Other discussions points: 

· Due to Home visit versus Center Visit change in hourly rate, some programs are losing contracts with providers because can’t pay the increase that they want

· Is there anything in the bylaws that say that programs have to attend regional meetings in order to get MEIC benefits or just paying dues is enough?  This came up due to concerns of not getting information.  

· Can we forward Advocacy efforts to ICC on a regular basis, so that DPH is abreast of what MEIC is asking for?  

· Family rights now say HV, CV and groups are subject to payment of participation fee.  Discussed impact to programs of withholding services.  

Membership Committee: 

· Discussion regarding drafting letter to encourage increased participation of Executive Directors

· Plan to review plan for letter at May meeting

Website: 

· No Updates
Conference Committee: 

· Conference registration is on pace as well as sponsor and exhibitors.

· Reminder that Board members need to register for the conference.  Anne will forward names of board that have already registered.

· Tom will invite speakers to introduce the keynote speaker.

ICC: 

· No Report

Fiscal:   

· Discussed fees, caseload and autism services at last meeting.

· BCBS contract had a clause regarding children needing to see a doctor at least 6 months prior to EI services.  This clause has always been in the contract and BCBS is asking people to sign.

Insurance Meeting: 

· No Meeting

Shaken Baby Committee:

· Committee has not met
Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Committee:

· Discussion regarding when audiologists are referring children with unilateral hearing loss.
· CDC has resources for families with children with hearing loss- these are available in Spanish
Substance Exposed Newborns Update:

· Several families are involved in the program.
Early Intervention Partnership:

· DPH has received a grant to improve mental health of moms and children in the EIPP.  This money has been released
· EIPP continues to struggle with data collection for performance measures
Stakeholders:

· No Meeting
Elections:

· Discussion about recruiting members for the board.  Plan to announce openings at lunch at the conference and put nomination sheets on the lunch tables.
New Business:

· Advocacy Update

· Questions for Autism Expert Panel

· Dept. of Early Education and Care has some funding for mental health.  Discussion about keeping early intervention in the discussion of providing services

· Discussion regarding boards plan for sending flowers/basket when a board member is ill.  We want to make sure that we don’t miss anyone.

MSV to close meeting at 12:06 PM. 


Minutes: 

Next regular meeting will be May 18, 2007 @ 9:30 AM

Respectfully Submitted,
Anne Dolan

Board Secretary
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