[image: image1.png]


 MASSACHUSETTS EARLY INTERVENTION CONSORTIUM


Martha Levine, President 



Zulmira Allcock, President-Elect

Minutes 

September 19, 2008
Board Members: Martha Levine, Zulmira Allcock, Tom Miller, Jo-Ann Otlin, Sandy Levine, Alex Chatfield, Anne Dolan, Jean Graney, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, , Rhonda Meisel, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber, Barbara Mignanelli, Amy Miner-Fletcher, Bridgette Delaney-Messana, Janine Davey.
Present: Martha Levine, Zulmira Allcock, Tom Miller, Jo-Ann Otlin, Sandy Levine, Alex Chatfield, Anne Dolan, Candace Chang, Dan Couet, Lorraine Sanik, Jimmilee Prouty, Rhonda Meisel, Joanne Sweeney, Robin Weber, Barbara Mignanelli, Amy Miner-Fletcher, Bridgette Delaney-Messana.

Meeting to open at 9:30 AM 
Treasurer’s Report: 

· No Report
Regional Reports:


Region I:
· No Meeting
Region II: 
· Discussed upcoming rate hearing- Robin Weber will represent the region.  The issues they could focus on will be increased population growth, travel and growth of non-traditional immigration groups and retention of long term staff
· Discussed completion of annual report

Region III: 
· Discussed new proposed competencies
· Discussed new diagnosis list/eligibility and sent concerns/questions to Patti Fougere

· Discussed upcoming rate setting hearing

Region IV& VI: 
· Updates regarding staffing: 
· Discussed therapy assistants credentialing

· Discussed new diagnosis and competencies list

· Discussed training

Region V:

· Discussed upcoming regional conference

· Discussed letter to Healthy Families

· Discussed competencies

· Discussed upcoming rate setting hearing and regional issues to present
ITA Report:

· Alerts from ITA will be sent out from Linda Schaeffer
Legislative Update:
· Congratulations to Sonia Chang Diaz on her election and to Jen Flanagan for her re-election.

· Insurance coverage for autism services is being discussed by Autism Speaks and legislators.  The Autism Forum will be held again in November.  Suggestion to invite Ron Benham, Tracy Osbahr, and Patti Fougere to discuss current issues regarding autism service and upcoming RFR.  Also suggested to contact someone from Autism Speaks at the Autism Forum.
· Human Service Provider Rate Reform Legislation- 
· Signed into law and will be implemented over 4 years instead of 3 years

· Early Education and Care Legislation-
· Signed into law

· Advisory Council will have a seat for the Consortium and the board needs to recommend someone to sit on the committee- need time and frequency of meeting before appointing a representative
· Budget:  There has been a delay in the scheduling of the rate setting hearing.  It appears that there will be a rate increase but the date of the hearing is not determined
Membership:

· No report 
Website:

· Exit survey is posted on the website. Ideas for improving the website should be forwarded to Robin.
Conference Committee:

· Betsy McAllister Groves has been confirmed as this year’s keynote
· Conference letterhead has been approved as presented
· Discussion regarding give-aways at the conference
ICC: 
· The ICC Retreat will be held on October 2 & 3, 2008.  The retreat will include discussion of the Early Childhood Outcomes and there will be a panel discussion.
Fiscal/FISG:
· The fiscal group will look at data once the rate setting hearing date is set
Insurance:
· Discussed rate setting
· Distributed draft policy regarding use of therapy assistants

· Harvard has a newsletter called Network Matters which they distribute updates and announcements.  
Early Childhood Outcomes Stakeholders Meeting:
· Patti will be presenting information regarding ECO at the ICC retreat
Shaken Baby Stakeholders Advisory Committee
· Heard updates regarding ongoing training efforts
· Plan for next meeting to focus on strategic planning for the advisory group
Focused Monitoring Stakeholders Meeting:

· No Meeting
Early Intervention Partnership

· The first meeting is being held in September and will include training on Domestic Violence.  
CEIS Competency Review

· Holly Newman sent an acknowledgement of receipt of the board’s feedback.

Exit Survey Results

· Distribution of most recent results of the exit survey
· The board will discuss current needs from the survey and update as necessary
Service Data Information

· Many programs have not submitted the service data information. A reminder email will be sent to directors.  Regional reps should remind their directors.

New Business:
· Consortium recognition for Sally Fogerty
· Motion: The board will purchase a token gift in thanks to Sally Fogerty for her years of service.
Children’s Trust Fund response letter:

· Martha drafted and sent a letter to Healthy Families regarding the Consortiums willingness to continue dialogue regarding services for children under the age of 3.
Fall Director’s Forum

· Scheduled for October 24, 2008 at Tower Hill Observatory.

· Discussed topics and agenda for the Forum
Diagnosis List and Eligibility
· Discussion regarding changes to eligibility in regards to established conditions.  A letter will be drafted and sent to the DPH regarding the Consortium’s concerns.  
Coverage for the secretary’s leave will be covered by Robin Weber and Zulmira Allcock to include minutes and email communications.
MSV: Approved

MSV to close meeting at 11:35 AM. 

Minutes: 

Next regular Board meeting is October 17, 2008 and October 24, 2008 after the Director’s Meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Anne Dolan
Board Secretary
c/o Cape Ann Early Intervention, 111 Dodge Street, Beverly, MA 01915

www.maeic.org
meic_ita@yahoo.com
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