October 27, 2009
Dear Families:

As the deep economic recession across Massachusetts and the country has affected us in many ways, I want to share with you the impact on Early Intervention Services. Early Intervention is a program of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. State funding supports the 59 EI Programs in Massachusetts. Over the past year, there have been substantial cuts to the state budget due to the economic crisis and decrease revenue coming into the state through taxes. Despite the major cuts last year, Massachusetts is facing a $600 million deficit for the budget that takes us through the end of June. Early Intervention is also facing a budget shortfall of $2 million. When the Governor makes cuts expected this week to the current fiscal budget to close the $600 million state budget gap, it is expected that early intervention will also receive cuts in addition to the $2 million shortfall. 
These cuts will have significant impact on early intervention services. It is likely that eligibility to participate in early intervention will become more difficult causing many children to be cut from services. In addition, other measures the state has considered to balance the budget include having families pay for deductibles that you have on your insurance, co-pays for services, or services in general if your policy does not have Early Intervention as a covered benefit. Currently the state, through the Department of Public Health pays all deductibles, co-pays and services for children that do not have EI insurance coverage. These changes could be implemented soon as the Governor tries to balance the budget and begin to prepare the budget for the next fiscal year which starts July 1st. 
The Early Intervention budget is in jeopardy for the remainder of this year and even greater risk for the next fiscal year starting July 1st. (Early Intervention received federal stimulus money from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act which helped to preserve services last year and this year following state cuts which will no longer be available.)
The Early Intervention Consortium is working hard with the administration to prevent these changes so that children and families can continue to have early intervention and without further cost to families, but we need your help. We are asking that families contact your legislators and Governor Patrick. We need you to let them know what early intervention services has done for you and your family and why they need to preserve services. Also, let them know the impact on your family if you had to pay deductibles, co-pays for all your services, or outright for services if your insurance plan does not include early intervention services.
Your voice really counts!
We are asking for your letter to be sent to:
1. Governor Patrick

2. Ron Benham at DPH

3. Your Local Legislators

4. Your EI Director 

Here is what you can say:
Dear Senator/ Representative XXXX  /Governor Patrick/Ron Benham, Director 
· I am the parent of a child in the _________EI Program. (Be sure to give your home address to identify yourself as a constituent.)
· My son/daughter/children attends (or attended) the ________EI program and briefly state the impact the program has had on your child and his/her development. 
· Tell them how the EI staff has impacted the lives of your child and family and what would happen or would have happened if eligibility was changed and you were not able to continue or access services. 
· Tell them how it would impact you and your family if you were required to pay for services, deductibles, and insurance co-pays. 
How we can work together:

· Send a copy of your letter to your EI Program Director so that we may use the letters across all venues when the Early Intervention Consortium advocates. (Electronic copies preferred.)
· If at all possible, attend our Early Intervention Legislative Advocacy Day at the statehouse with your Program Director and child tentatively scheduled for Thursday, November 19th  Families meeting directly with the legislators has a tremendous impact!
· Attend the Department of Public Health’s Public Hearing on the changes to eligibility and/or parent fees that they are exploring. (Changes to eligibility could require a 50% delay in two areas! Current eligibility requirements are a 30% delay in one area. This would eliminate approximately 1 out of ever 3 children currently receiving EI services.) Please let your Program Director know if you will be attending or giving testimony at the hearing.

· In addition, if your insurance policy does not have early intervention as a benefit, please talk to your employer and let them know that this is a vital service and you would like them to add it to their coverage. 

When are the DPH hearings? 

Friday, November 6th 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

McCormick State Office Building 
Ashburton Café Conference Room

One Ashburton Place 

Boston, Ma.

Thursday, November 12th 1:00-3:00 PM

Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel 

181 Boston Post Road West

Marlborough, Ma.

If you cannot attend the Legislative Advocacy Day or the DPH Hearing, please write a letter to Department of Public of Health to be submitted as testimony needed for the DPH Public Hearing on the proposed changes to the EI system as part of the Commonwealth’s 23rd year grant under part C of Public Law IDEA. Written comments may be sent until 12/14/2009. 
As previously stated, we would also like to use parent letters for our advocacy efforts at the State House, so please email or send a copy to your EI Program Director. 
See below for DPH and Legislative contact information.
Governor Deval Patrick
State House Room 360 

Boston, MA  02133
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Attn: Ron Benhan

250 Washington  St., 5th Floor

Boston, MA 02108 – 4619

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS:
http://www.mass.gov/legis/city_town.htm
**PLEASE REMEMBER TO SEND A COPY OF YOUR LETTER TO YOUR EI DIRECTOR SO THAT WE CAN USE YOUR LETTER FOR OUR ADVOCACY EFFORTS. 
THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO PRESERVE EARLY INTERVENTION!!

WE WILL BE NOTIFYING YOU AS SOON AS THE EI ADVOCACY DAY AT THE STATEHOUSE IS CONFIRMED.
