MASSACHUSETTS EARLY INTERVENTION CONSORTIUM 

Early Intervention Special Education Savings Update 
Early Intervention Yields a Return on Investment (ROI) of $20.3 Million Special Education Savings
Early Intervention is a sound investment that for some children and families reduces or eliminates the need for special education services.  
In FY2007, 1387 children who entered the EI system with moderate to severe delay, at the point of discharge from EI were not referred on to Special Education preschool services.  
Given their developmental delay at entry into the EI system, these children in all likelihood would have been eligible for Special Education preschool services upon leaving EI (reaching 3 years of age).     

Savings Calculations:

Based on cost data provided by DOE for FY2005, the average cost for Special Education Services (a child with an IEP) was $14,643 per child.  Note: This is the most recent cost data we could obtain from DOE. The 1387 children deferred from SPED x $14,643 = savings of $20.3 million.  
$20.3 million represents a significant savings or return on the investment that the Commonwealth makes in Early Intervention.  
